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Coronavirus history:
[bookmark: _GoBack]When did man detect the Coronavirus? Sometime in late 2019, a mysterious virus emerged in the city of Wuhan, China. Easily transmissible, it spread through the city like wildfire. By late January 2020, local hospitals were overwhelmed with critically ill pneumonia patients. China ordered a quarantine of the entire city – a city of 11 million people. Experts named the virus COVID-19 (a.k.a. “the coronavirus”). The quarantine of Wuhan, which now includes dozens of cities and over 700 million people, is implemented with the hope of ending all spread of the disease. It appears that that quarantine has failed and a global pandemic is currently striking the world.
Question to consider; Does the Holy Bible mention anything about the Coronavirus?
While the Bible does not mention Coronavirus by name especially since the name came from man not God however, the Bible does mention the attributes of the Coronavirus in several places in the bible:
When Jesus followers asked Him to describe the signs of His coming, one of the signs He told them to look for was “pestilence” (Luke 21:11). What is pestilence? The Webster defines it as “a contagious or infectious epidemic disease that is virulent and devastating.” Jesus said this pestilence will arrive like “birth pains” (Matthew 24:8), meaning it will increase in frequency and intensity in the time leading up to His return. This means, as the end approaches, we should expect infectious disease outbreaks to occur more frequently, impact more people, and be more deadly. This is exactly what the coronavirus threatens to bring – a global pandemic with the potential to affect millions of people.
Luke 21:11 “And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilence; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.”  
Matthew 24:7-8 For nation shall raise against nation, and Kingdom against Kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth, in divers places.
In Hebrew and Creek the definition of “pestilences” is plaque or disease.
In the book of Revelation John records things revealed to him by the Holy Spirit which shall be hereafter Revelation 1:19. In Revelation 6, John was inspired to write about the “seven seals” that lead up to the return of Jesus Christ, which support the writing in Matthew chapter 24 and Luke chapter 21. The first four seals are often called the “four horsemen of the apocalypse.” They represent religious deception, war, famine and disease (verses 1-8). 
Revelation 6:8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earths
Also see Ezekiel 5:12  A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them.

I am not suggesting that the Coronavirus is a biblical prophecy however, I do believe based on the Word of God found in Matthew chapter 24, Luke chapter 21 and Revelation chapter 6 that the Coronavirus could very well be a precursor or a sign of coming Biblical prophecy.                                                                                                              
Another question? Is the Coronavirus a sign of the end of the world?
Most likely not, especially since we as a country or world have experienced similar plaques, diseases and outbreaks before. The Word give us additional confirmation.
· Matthew 24: 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come o pass, but the end is not yet.
The world experienced a global pandemic between 1918 and 1919 know as H1N1 aka The Spanish Flu during the time of World War 1 between 1918-1919 estimated to have killed 50 to 100 million people about 3 to 6 percent of the world population at the time. It is not certain where this virus first originated from either in France, China, Britain or the United States
We have had a lot of diseases and pandemic since the one above however none have reach global pandemic since 1919.
Pandemic: (a disease) An outbreak of a pandemic’s disease widespread, pervasive, rife, rampant  
A key question, will history repeat itself? Early indication are that this coronavirus is every bit as infectious and deadly as the Spanish Flu, if not more so. For instance, early studies are showing for every person who contracts the coronavirus, they give it to at least three other people. For comparison sake, only 1.8 persons contracted the Spanish Flu for every one person who got it. The government and health expert say that the coronavirus also has an incubation period as long as up to 24 days, and a person can be contagious throughout that entire period. So far, the case fatality rate (or number of people who die after contracting the coronavirus) is at least 1% but could end up being much higher.
Addition Coronavirus facts from the so-called experts; they say that the Coronavirus is unlike the more recent pandemic threats such as the one listed below, the coronavirus spreads even when infected people show no symptoms. And once symptoms do appear, they’re similar to the seasonal flu. This means the coronavirus can silently spread through an entire community without raising suspicion. Only when local hospitals see a spike in severe pneumonia cases will it become clear how widespread the infection is.
Is the Coronavirus a global pandemic or can it become one? The only one that can truly answer that question is God Himself, we can only look at similar pandemic and compare their characteristic to the Coronavirus
· The Black Plaque –  1300 China
· Zika  1947 -  first large outbreak 2007 Island Yap
· Bird Flu   1997 – Hong Kong
· SARS – 2002 China
· Swine Flu  - 2009 – United States
· MERS – 2012 Saudi Arabia
· Ebola  - 2014 West Africa
· COVID-19 aka Coronavirus 19 – 2019 China
Another question, What does all of this mean to me?  I am glad you asked this question, since epidemics including the Coronavirus occur more often and become more deadly, we should pay attention as these could be warning signs that Jesus is coming back soon.
The main point of what Jesus is saying in Luke 21 and Matthew 24 is to watch for the prophetic signs to increase in frequency. This increase will signal the imminent coming of Jesus.
Now a question for you, are “You” prepared?
None of us know how the Coronavirus epidemic or global pandemic will turn out, or its role in in end times bible prophecy, but the fact that the Coronavirus is here in real time should force the question….am I prepared?
I am not talking about storing up on hand sanitizers, toilet paper, hand wipes, food or any of those things. The question that I am asking is more important, if the worst case happen and the coronavirus or another catastrophe arrives at your doorsteps are you prepared to die? I know you are not ready to die, but are you prepared, when death comes the life and death decision is not yours to make, so I encourage you to be prepared!
This is the real important question; how can I get prepared? If you have already placed your trust in Jesus Christ and accept His sacrifice on the cross as payment for your sins, then you are not only prepared but you will go to heaven. The Bible says if you confess Jesus Christ as you Lord and Savior and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved (Romans 10:9). The Bible says all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved (Romans 10:13). The best preparation for the coronavirus is to know where you stand. Jesus says you’re either for Him or against Him (Matthew 12:30). There’s no in between. So if you haven’t ever made a decision to accept Jesus Christ as your Savior, in the mist of this Coronavirus season may be a good time to make that decision before it is too late. I encourage you to make it today, because one way or another – Jesus is coming back! 
How God’s People Protect Themselves from the Coronavirus or any other type of catastrophe?
The Word of God has provided believers with everything we need to sustain ourselves during the Coronavirus or any other type of catastrophe that may come our way. God tell us in His word that we will face seen and unseen danger, tribulations, and trials.
It is not whether or not we will face these life challenges, but how we choose to deal with them that sets believers apart from the rest of the world.

John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have already overcome the world.
Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace, I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
1Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
2Thimothy 1:7-8 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
Philippians 4:6-7 Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be known unto God. And he peace of God which passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
1Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. Who ae kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is an that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Philippians 4:6-7 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
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