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For the foreseeable future or whatever time frame God decides many Americans will spend considerable time on their knees seeking protection from the coronavirus known as COVID-19.  The question is are we praying because everyone else is doing it, or because we don’t know what else to do or that we believe in the power and mercy of a compassionate God?
We must come to God with the right motive in our hearts, first and foremost, we must believe in our hearts and mind that God has all power in His hand, and that there is nothing that is too difficult for Him. We must believe that God the Father allowed His Son Jesus Crist to manifest Himself into humanity and die for our sins, so that you and I would have access to the Father through His Son Jesus Christ. We must believe by faith that Jesus died, defeated death and rose again, so that you and I might enjoy eternal life with Him when our earthy life ends. There is only one way to God the Father and that is through His only Son, Jesus Christ. God our Heavenly Father is the only one that you and I can be assured that not only hears our prayers, but answers them as well. He is the God of amazing love, mercy, and forgiveness.
· [bookmark: _Hlk36737380]John 3:16-17 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
· Daniel 9:18 - Oh my God, incline thine ear, and hear, open thine eyes, and behold our desolations and the city which is called by thy name:  for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses but for thy great mercies.
When we have this type of relationship with God the bible says God will hear our prayer and will not hold back in responding to our request. However, if we pray and do not truly believe, and live a life of unbelief the bible say God does not give ear to our requests. 
· 1 Peter 3:12 - For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.
Often times our requests to God seem impossible in the eyes of man, however the bible says that things of this world that appear impossible to man are made possible by a loving and merciful God.
· Mark10:27 - And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.

The reason that you and I should set time aside in personal sacrifice in prayer to God, is because prayer is the key to the heart of God, Prayer is the only way to establish and nurture a real and personal relationship with God.  At one time in our life you and I served sin through the deception of the prince of darkness (satan). Thanks be to God; we heard the true gospel and now we have been set free by His spirit from the bondage of sin. We are the children of whom we serve.
· Romans 6:16-18 - Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
 God is a loving and faithful God who gives ear to His children who come to him in Faith: 
· 1 John 5:14-15 - And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us. 15And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
Our prayers should express our humility, although God already knows us better than we know ourselves, we still must come before him with a heart of meekness and brokenness.
· Isaiah 46:9 - Pray acknowledging He is God. 
· Ephesians 2:8 - Acknowledge that you are a sinner saved by grace.
· Matthew 6:10 - Pray that His will be done in our lives and on earth.
· Proverbs 3:5-6 - Pray for the guidance of the His Holy Spirit.
· Proverbs 2:6-8 - Pray for spiritual discernment, understanding and wisdom.
· Philippians 4:6 - Pray with a heart of thanksgiving.
· James 5:14-16 - Pray all the time, even when you are ill, lonely or just going through trials or interceding for others.
When we place our cares of this world in the hands of a loving and merciful God there is no need to worry because God is working on your behalf. When the creator of the universe is working on our behalf, it gives us rest, peace and unspeakable joy that is beyond human understanding!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Philippians 4:6-7 - Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
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